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REVENUE AND TAXATION CODE 
Property Taxation 

PART 2. ASSESSMENT 

CHAPTER 1. TAXATION BASE 

ARTICLE 2. PROCEDURE TO CLAIM EXEMPTIONS 
SECTION 256 


256. Church exemption affidavit (a) The affidavit for church exemption shall show that: 

(1) The building and equipment are used solely for religious worship. 

(2) The land claimed as exempt is required for the convenient use of the building. 

(b) Each year before the lien date, county assessors shall mail a claim form for the church 
exemption to all recipients of such exemption in the prior year, except where the prior recipient has 
transferred title to the property since the prior lien date. 

History.—Stats. 1975, Ch, 224, p, 603, in effect January 1,1976, substituted "and equipment are" for "is" in 
subsection (a), substituted "land” for "described portion of the real property" in subsection (b), and deleted 
the former subsection (c) pertaining to rented property. Stats. 1976, Ch. 681, p. 1679, in effect January 1,1977, 
added the subdivision letters; relettered the former subsections (a) and (b) as subsections (1) and (2), 
respectively; and added subdivision (b). 


http://www.boe.ca.gov/lawguides/property/current/ptlg/rt/256.html 
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l%operty Eligible for the Chyicti EMUplioini 

IhB Oh«iir)chi EsoHiaplfcp Is afyellaibls Fqt ferulfding^l h€ farii tiheifi' :si: atnd p€iip«lf maedi 

dFlMI am.. uTi the JaiMiiiaiTf 1 pro'iwtytsK fendkte it Isafee i«feb1elbrrpM3pB}rtytedTio:r£^h 

iUSBfa[p»fe§, 

T^rplOil: dkmd^ acWlfe fcil: qpaiify' pra|Kfl^far CfiJiurdh EicisisT^ipti'oo fadiidb 

iBfU simduhd wmdkig^ mimzm wifi afcrdlaiaina and partkajpeim fa tooirngiegaion. 

•f Sa'oranimertel aci^iirlBs. s^dh m (bbptisiiiiSte ioaAmations;, ifer wi tot weddmiSriHid fanerds.. 

teBiECitalaiiMi: inecessaiff rfttepmp«ri;y liuatf?up.pcMlte pfirr»|'-irdi'^iiayts uiSBr Bmh as 

,idlinin;ktei 1 ;i:oiP 4 * faux5.^in:€ss iDwiPi^ rffadiiiia-dh^ gi^ming body;. rs%iiiiis:iiiislfyctiii:^.nal :SESstaSir didr 
pracikaaind ii^aitadriiriiiiaaidaiiidlary -fa toi^cfeiirii: atufarllyL 

- Safe of irj0’%]o«us maflHrmri:^ pisici^lieatbBndlpg^ wpxship et fmm a clki>fii:ffTi“opii!ra)ie.d i»rfiniig mum 

l^ao.tedl -Gn the mme p]c>;[»f%" as ‘lifrse chuarclit 

» Pfriafiferty chmh and ing^eded h >paiktha VEhIcte cithissewbo’ittecid m ]m iidigioirs 

*?^P3iditpipriwiddl::fatfefflcfa dfo pistEseoEed coistsdoperata apd ralfilBnanm. 

Frupeiri^rls'tiisd to iftscikirdui’ and meatlecl fe park'te n^hkl©s c-fwhui attend m paxt'idpate In 
worihlp when rfaf the folbw^nf csndilferBaro mefc 

#1l!iea»ipeg:a;tbn has i» more-irnannfa^Si, 

♦ Ile-biid andi fepm Medi c«il^ fer qwi Wed- iHiyiiip. 

♦ The \mmm n^iiiieisilre cfiuiciits p^^pefty tawK. 

The -juDMKiy'ari fa teor (property wii»J apae thatthe cwineri^ll pE>/ x-eal ipH^xty Ums> 
■duilng a ip^kid rffa-lfas^i iprspsff^y is- ^sed fera pjifpo:se ^ofar fan imalifIVingi pairklng. 

Tlie o'aiiiiilKii imy' apply '(.fan at her-iirganlalrtas; -u^ fa rfiiipcfe prokpErt^ IBamptes irf’iiiES that do 
rm. dl®qpai'rf>’-fc pi®,p«% forthe exermp^lopi incbcfe: 

- I naideelal 1^nsuproftiv idiaritBlbl'egsoiaps jsikJi as m iiiri Sraiife^4-1^trirfik Irnpraemsntgi™ 

The. inddsMiai mm tmf osit; inMrfe^^ the mm rftfsE propaity far nilifess wm^lp^. in additianrthe diyirch 

may njit the gpirgirf 2 aittonsfor •IheInddmrrM « exceptta diiiidfe- aFdihafjf and 

exps'^K^ for marking t^fadtef awafebb for that « mA as. lamtariai a:nd 

* Dpn-d ucfei t^-apotlw cimirch. 

idai* allbvring; anotheir argenkatibn fo mB yc®r dkiMrch ptopart^ fm stiould first deter m§r» i^di«Htherthe 
ptcipesed ti^-wlidis property fom-fa Church Emnfitlmfoo may iiraiifH'ocQintact 

iOE dBbfffiirre whether fa pmpcsffld mm mE^ fa ireq-uiremcrfeiaf fa effimpferiL 

irjiyii^s Mmi&' aciMsInrfon air m the mitm el^oaiisliacdan,landresjaifiied ftir their conranbnl um,mi 
®ci»(iipment Ifit: fam ;may be fa 'fa sumption if the falended mB yi/a^ild qua 1% the proparty^for 'the' Ohirjfdh 

templiaa TiMurse of canstnidfeirf Incb dsihs* d^mo Ilian rfa hiifetin^ fa inlimt to mphcB it w.i'ith bdfcs 

tlatvdil km leed -only Far m eligibfeactl¥iliyv. 
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'^mp^r^^'- acie^tiired; hf Bm ^B>:isi:i^g m mvd^' fesfinisd or^OTKafijsir^ m m alfer#1.0 I Ai® m^ Ik; '^Hgtob 

for a foil Pfi f^irfcMl iE?!^i^fiiptkji!ii to^is^r bAw’i; cif thsE ftrflbw.«'mc). cDxidiiticsre niMst, te p»t.i 

-• A qpj^l%lnfg^ y® cmt pr'epaf^i^.la«ni for yse (ca^iifUiiii.cblof^. paifirtur^^ ^cl simfer 

iim^rmesGlialstl^ rfkir'Ite ao|yisiioa 

f Ife feyiyIn^ ifiiM be: mjmpleied md yrf Im 1 my lhali;feir 'Ibe^eg^ensiption 
d^hy 

^JWfe aofiilredi iircoMstacledi {piopH%r is 'Subject leu i^m pmpartf lac ass«ssinriiBn.i5^. m f^iulaf (^1.3 

s^esisimErtandl b ‘%up;pterf«ny ^ire eilife(iftfci.r^ae:h mmt±y 

aM»aTiE:Bfrih«|ialp fcm to jm. 

Pmp^w^- fmmMB€kumk 

Wwlbw o^fOiaiJ 1 ^ tbe dhiiirdi or \m^ed to* ii pfopsrtf K ^igilfefef 'IteChyndi;i:s®fr!<pd:iop m- kicig m t fe umd od^ 
for ’rekjious- wo^rahlp 'orfoT pes'kir^i ^ people ^teeiiciioi m ^dhiindi: (see prei^lousi pii^v Lees^ pioperlif wkl 

qpallh/ fa tine e^^em^ptfon c^ly If fc chiirrA leases- ft: % t!fc.JfeiiMt>' I tad'iafe 

Tile ipta/itf»ttothe reduettorfe Jo pro*;F»i:^la?<€s. eo immd piropert^/ grainfed the dlmiKb mmsft: 

beneii: the 'clhyrdh. If the lisse wfeelsil -^p&:eoifirit cloe:s fioI mml. bai already^ teo redw^edito^ ireflec* 

dm properlii' ta^ the ciuicb nm^ mcete a foilu^'e. inBAidita 'm p-oporfeo tn 'Ibe te; redisdliso 

ttoi^yte-lfCMite Ofilhechyidhibasatady paid r&ntm mnirABmmmd %tli^iE«rn.ptfow.tbe 

laridiofd misl: imife a paoiMfrionei :|israted rdbudL 
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WEimRE EXEMPTION 




Eligiblie for the Welfera: lE^mption 

llisfife^ifairefennip'llOTi'fe orgammimn ’Blnist mss te pmpmrtfmdusively 

hrfeli§lmn pmposm., In£kJKip's'raB^slhip-;aiiirfsc^ acMies.Mhlle pdb&MlIasni 

iExs2iii|iiiimii r^ste to €mrml hf irs&liilotss-’miRnmliCk^^ t is ate liable fa prmpeifei^ wrn^ 

b|^ ct=!^pkMtoins ardl UMd: charifabte sd&nlfRQ or tepital pui posas. 


fert^p ■um:B. of propi^lf 1 ^ B cbfuafdh. nr wdipkMis. >iaf||pn[taion; db ntrt:'qi» 1 l% brthe Chiircb or KisierppIFarL 

Mw^mrnt: ina^ qiril^fcrtlie fempfion* a uses IndudE,. but poI: limitEd to: 

^ .AdrpiplstrHtp^^ ofcs fa- t^vo m iinore cfirjirAs m m dlsirriid: Iha^liiiiJ^irtersJ. 

'*• Tte pPiPEr^ msM&ms -rfdaxpi^r ^for^OTnoipl s-, piast^ fuMiMs ^ rabbiv y rmm,. m prfestj *M«flhaiii tiie m’^ of tte 
prc|»t^':li; incidonri iiEason^WI^’ KpEiSi^if ^ to ii^mFEplislii te nopprofil leligMO'idS- <EX*Em|jt 

purppsi-s. 

- iEtieata* crirro^ homsfei fm missiionarte on fudouibs. mvd hmu^^riii fa C 3 esrliini- other 

€fii(p:lGf!E» md ^taiitea^ 

»• ReMilFigjip.Qm-S ool: looafted mfhe rfiuoAp^rnfass. 

- m^d iiEmitaifte .FfoMooite- Scsfis :SEiiofeate. sJhiouW ite im 'te EsempSKiN m^tead—co^nfead 

|icMiir o 3 i«t|f infermatksi.. 

I*' itaasif^ for aigEd pec^pfe Qf people «llfii disabiliiet^^ m^s^. irosc!^ mfeslbns^ houspes fer 

eXraHiIdjicts orpar^^ loiM'-iiicoiOfe teiislr^.. 

» Canfips] mnd mAmwm ^touynsfaL 

- Hlospiteik. 

SodaJ walaie endi irellef far the ineedy ladsiial! iaiid—maney:, mmh^ etojw 

^ EnMSfEiMrf ortopifiow/ shefairsi md ^feclUtefer indlMdyafearid;famflfe 

- they a?e partofa p]iiiir»i!i«ha;biltaioBpraiiaiHii fa people 
rnentd: iisiilitiESv pl^tal dkaMlItter w tetii. 

*■ B\ when: all.o wedby fool oiidioairio^ profylstel ttiE- pn^perl:^^' p riMar% teeJ for esDsni^ activities aridi 

thehiniD proc;©sdkwesd for title r^S^y® puiporaii^ pmpm^/ iMid) prfaariiy or^oMy lor 

pfeytap biinpjv such m m tog;o^ pailwt ffoes; not qmillfy. 

Fmpmty ftiEi®ded tor parU n>§ ihei ■^bldte c^f people jpa^Hkiipattap \m a relEgiotis-- 

iu^ildings mwdm’ mtisSs'isiid m m te cmreE of oainsHirudlorv Imd !i«|ii®d for their iimvEtifeil and 

eqmlipnner&t In^ ’fcisii iinay be eii&l^for '(itesM^ptioni ff thiEiir Jntepdeil 'tiiMlify the fa tiifE 

»fefe Ei^empfcrk^Ui'se^pf coiristaaiorf tediiite the deniali lion ol a killdirtg m#bfc mtontto it »ith 

fartltlESthfat will! bEosoolu^sivelyua^i tor am eifg&fo adiwty. 
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ajiqtiinssd! ariFte tbe larmapy 1 \km ddfe mwf' feieigiibfe im Ihe* »:£ififfitloini pnovld^i itwniih rfthe Ma>*k^ng 
are mefe 

A qiusl^ln-gi u se m pn&pa FalUciB for a ^^irksrtmirtkjiii , psiMl nq^ irem odlelin^ m4 SQ ^Is 

fiisMidfo)?^ after tine iciio:|juisiti©nv 

IhB inulldi^ng h completed and msed iin a ^if iteq^sWe-s fortbe ejioemptl®niwi^itfto=ijtuin^^ 
pm iGWroi®it 

:l^SBd:piopsi%b riot^llgjbliffifcjrtiy Weffair^ ED^iifiiim^urifas bcitbt[te'a%(wiieiT and ii|«rafera:rB€iigibl€! 
oiiiaiiilzatbiis;.^ 

# cteteMifOT# iiiMCiy Mtos 

m poftae^ rftha pfcif«rt|^ bt^ a claiiriiiifrtaiid iotcI %api3='fer oFganiiis'a.trani h piit dliiibk! fmr 

fe Wetfaps Buempiorii mfe s^peilfic, rKsqnjItemeMfe are ineL Smm^ ^t'h^ leqiPiiiMi^nfe mffifrfleiK,- 

esp^yij^l^rlhpE^lteMi^ felbi^alkiwifsg anio^ier^oagiinlEalto pntpE!ft|(i''V^3^ rfindld 

first i Jetemln*? 'dbattef 'Ab piropoS'Sd ijsss mil dteciiyeli^lhe pr-riipeirtf fcm»#^'’te[laff0 tE5cerip§ain*1l3i!d inafy* 
vm^tB oarfect 'jj^Nciiiirasis^EMr ^r ifte BOS; tD deteiiMfpe^pftElher tfe pmpMdi yaei meels fc ir«piJWiiEirrts rfte 
^EMiBiiptlm. 

iPl^pe%OT^ried ih^ oitteargiairalm afnd tolks foir^i^e'WyiiRe Eiefri^lrisjii^i majf !^l qiiaJ%fer t^m ej^niiplMn. 

mlwn bf anotliEr or§asil- 2 aftf«Drs fuser c!iiiipizatk«Ef| pimr ided! me, af tbe fofaf^plfa:: 

1. flie yi^r^s[r§a^nfcratio.ni uTiust lify as a tmr&Em^ c-rgaiiMisin iicKi^^r Irrt^nsl Code 

m iSill (cH^J €f CalifDirnla 'R£;OTiiiBei!idlTiiirf:kti Ccfde sectkns; ;23-70^f 4 .BWIi- m IJJOI w.Tlw 
property mm-nef mmi iptmldk ifee ass^OT wMh a the. ylE^Ji^inikal-iDffe cMfisi: fetterjs)| or 

iTiiifeg^slifcpffiitlfa l?nlBrri^l EB?i?e™eSe!wlDe«"ferKliteT^ a d^m 

a, itheiusBr^o^aHimta iiiisestepro|»i%iBgruiarty!^^ Uis^^oftfiie property feftjiraweilfere- 
e®nip^ p^rrpfiig^e* {dhadlaliiei rslrgrbi^ bospfel m :sdetfriiic|L 

k Iffite mm ^.gaofeatioin iss^ prppi^rty oni!:^ a m less, iffos- emmplm tee mf%m 

ipmpeirty Is WB)DyeFKl:al! to ’l^e prteiaity mnd Em vmt forng; imBstiings m 

(ihe direct sscsIirciMta ■laf propwtyj m gioods). 

Bequilfairffifistymiiidber '1 h Istfe mmk iDsirrftot, In geriEral #ie r^qii^rem«ni pBniits;soir!®ys^ d 

ik^ % dua^itebfoand no.npMi'Rlfrsferrf ird tedfeHmwverj. m §mmp may nn'i uis 

ikB praip^ity'forfrafrenr^i Wgiei^ior sodail dub purposes arfor fondrafelr^ sirvcethose ifmirposBais in^ot 
irEllgi tmi% hiisp'lliHi sdenli'^lc;;. or dis^HaUa. 

2^ Ihe Mmr iirpiineai m m a p db'lk school er em^iipt goye rpiment entity tfat hk the praperty fa m% 

activityfal; wouW qpjisllty for tine e^nfiplfon ff carried ou.t by 'te pi^3pe’^ty™r««Tlie profi^rly owrier 
unyssllife a cjoi^y of tte lm«! agreeMieii wilb Ihe EKBinpliosii claim form.. 
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